
FSIS NOTICE 54-05

Decision Tree on Third Party Laboratory 

Results FSIS receives lab result and 
contacts the laboratory for the 

following information 

Is sample collection procedure documented, 
followed and equivalent to FSIS? 

Yes No 

Is sample chain of custody OK? Disregard ResultsNo 

Yes 

party laboratory are reliable and accurate for the analysis 
in question? 

Yes No 

Are the sample analysis 
procedures and performance 
characteristics documented and 
equivalent to FSIS? 

Are the sample analysis 
procedures and performance 
characteristics documented and 
equivalent to FSIS? 

Yes No Yes No 

Treat the sample result 
as if it were an FSIS 
laboratory sample result 

Disregard Results
Collect a verification 
sample for the FSIS 
laboratory 

Was there assurance that the results obtained by the third 




